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How Nonprofits Can Get the Most Out 
Of the Nevada Legislature 77th Session  

With ANN Advocacy Committee 

February 12, 2013 

Slides: AllianceForNevadaNonprofits.com/77th 

Agenda 

• Welcome, Introductions, PowerPoint Slides, 
Asking Questions 

• ANN’s Mission & Pre-Webinar Qs 

• Influence 
– Advocacy vs. lobbying, 77th legislative session, bill 

tracking, new training for lobbyists, how to educate 
your board, ANN Advocacy Committee 

• AB 60 
– What it is, how it affects your nonprofit 

• Keeping informed, upcoming events & gift 

 

3 Most Important Qs 

1. Influence 
• Advocacy vs. lobbying 

• Maximizing the 77th Legislative Session 

• Bill tracking 

• Keeping informed 

2. AB 60 
• What it is 

• How it affects my nonprofit 

3. Future Funding 
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ANN’s Mission 

• Strengthening communities by increasing in the 
influence and capacity of Nevada’s nonprofit 
sector: 
– Influence: 

• Partnerships: Ex. National Council of Nonprofits’ priorities: 
– Tax Policy 

– Budget & Spending 

– The Economy: Job Creation & Economic Development 

– Public-Private Partnerships 

– Advocacy Rights 

– Public Accountability 

• Knowledge & Communication:  
– Feb 20: Teleconference with Secretary of State re AB 60 

– Mar 6: ANN Advocacy Committee Meeting 

– Policy Tracker 

Other Advocacy & 
Public Policy Groups 

• AARP 
• AFP 
• Greater Las Vegas 

Association of Realtors 
• NAPPA 
• National Association of 

Realtors 
• NCL 
• NCLR 
• Nevada AADAPTS 
• Nevada Arts Council 

• Nevada Consultants 
Network 

• NGPA 
• NWL 
• PLAN 
• Planned Parenthood  
• Reno Arts Consortium 
• Urban Chamber of 

Commerce 
• Women's Lobby 
• Women's Research Institute 

of Nevada (WRIN) 

In-flu-ence noun 

1. the act or power of producing an effect without apparent 
exertion of force or direct exercise of command  

2. to have an effect on the condition or development of  
3. the power or capacity of causing an effect in indirect or 

intangible ways : sway  
 

Synonyms: influence, authority, prestige, weight, of compelling 
acceptance, excellence or reputation for superiority <the prestige 
of the newspaper>, weight implies measurable or decisive 
influence in determining acts or choices <their wishes obviously 
carried much weight>, credit suggests influence that arises from 
the confidence of others <his credit with the press>. 
 

Source: Merriam-Webster 
 

POLL 1: Can 501.c.3. tax-exempt agencies pay for lobbying? 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/sway
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Advocacy Vs. 
Lobbying 

“Arguably, the most important public policies we have in 
the United States have come from nonprofit organizations 
lobbying for their causes…. 
 

These achievements may be largely attributed to the strong 
leadership of executive directors and board members who 
knew that direct service alone would not change the flawed 
or missing public policies that contributed to the problems 
their organizations were trying to alleviate.” 
 
--David F. Arons, in Nonprofit Governance and Management 

Advocacy Vs. 
Lobbying 

First Amendment, U.S. Constitution: 
“Congress shall make no law respecting … the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble and to petition the government for a redress 
of grievances.” 
 
The U.S. Congress says it’s legal for nonprofits to lobby: 
In 1934: 
Congress enacted a statute allowing nonprofits “organized and 
operated exclusively for religious, charitable … or educational 
purposes” to be exempt from federal income taxes, provided that, 
among other things, “no substantial part of the activities of” the 
nonprofit organization is for “carrying on propaganda, or otherwise 
attempting, to influence legislation….” 26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3). 
 
By setting a limit (no “substantial part”) rather than imposing an 
outright ban, Congress recognized the rights of nonprofits to do some 
lobbying.  

Advocacy Vs. 
Lobbying 

In 1976: 
Congress enacted statutes clarifying beyond all doubt that § 
501(c)(3) charitable nonprofits may lobby, establishing 
generous limits, providing clear guidelines, and creating other 
benefits: 
 
→ 26 U.S.C. § 501(h), which allows nonprofits the option to 
elect to use the bright-line “expenditure” test rather than 
the vague “no substantial part of activities” test; and  
 
→ 26 U.S.C. § 4911, which – just for those nonprofits electing 
to use the expenditure test – sets generous dollar limits on 
the amounts those nonprofits can spend on lobbying (a sliding 
scale that starts with 20% of the nonprofit’s first $500,000 in 
expenditures), provides clear definitions, and exempts certain 
activities from consideration as “lobbying.” 
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Advocacy Vs. 
Lobbying 

The IRS says it’s legal for 
nonprofits to lobby: 

There is an IRS form that 
nonprofits can file (form 5758 
& Schedule C) that gives them 
the opportunity to safely 
engage in lobbying activities 
as long as the money spent 
on lobbying (both grassroots 
and direct) falls under an 
established threshold.  

Source: 
CouncilOfNonprofits.org 

Advocacy Vs. 
Lobbying 

Federal tax laws already allow every charitable nonprofit 
to engage in some lobbying activities. There are spending 
limits and technicalities that curb nonprofit advocacy, but 
knowing your rights ensures your organization’s 
participation in the democratic process. The language in 
the Internal Revenue Code, rather than providing an 
absolute ban on all lobbying by charitable nonprofits, 
instead sets a limit, providing that, “no substantial part 
of the activities” may be for “carrying on propaganda, or 
otherwise attempting, to influence 
legislation.”  Source: 26 US Code, Section 501 
(c)(3).  Thus, while many people do not realize it, 
charitable nonprofits may freely engage in lobbying as 
long as that activity amounts to only 
an “insubstantial” amount of the nonprofit's activities. 

Here’s The Rub … 

The definition of “insubstantial” has not been provided by the IRS, and the line 
between an “insubstantial” and a “substantial” amount of lobbying activities is 

hazy at best, especially because it depends on how the IRS retroactively weighs 
the facts and circumstances of each situation. Therefore, to avoid the uncertainty 
of a nonprofit's lobbying activity being measured with this subjective test, 

charitable nonprofits should consider filing IRS Form 5768 (Election/Revocation of 
Election by an Eligible Section 501(c)(3) Organization to Make Expenditures to 
Influence Legislation). Filing the form (also known as "filing the 501(h) election") 

allows nonprofits to elect to be measured by the objective “expenditure 
test” instead. Importantly, a 501(c)(3) charitable nonprofit taking the 501(h) 
election remains a 501(c)(3) charitable nonprofit. The (h) election simply allows 

that nonprofit to opt out of the vague "substantial" activity test and use the 
friendlier expenditure test. The expenditure test has great advantages over the 
more uncertain "substantial part" test. Indeed, in the National Council's opinion, 
filing the 501(h) election is, for the vast majority of nonprofits, the easiest, most 
effective "insurance" a nonprofit can secure to protect itself from overstepping 
IRS limitations on lobbying activities. 

http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/uscode/26/A/1/F/I/501
http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/uscode/26/A/1/F/I/501
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f5768.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f5768.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f5768.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f5768.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f5768.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f5768.pdf
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77th Legislative 
Session 2013 

• 120 Days: February 4 to June 4 

• Statutory Requirements – NRS 218H.080 

• You need to register as a lobbyist if you .. 

• Appear in the building 

• Communicate with members 

• On behalf of another 

• To influence legislative action 

– POLL 2 

– POLL 3 

77th Legislative 
Session 2013 

• Exceptions to registering as a lobbyist: 
• Formal testimony only 
• Press 
• State employees on official business 
• Legislative employees 
• Elected officers 
• Persons who contact only their own legislator 

– Registration requirements 
• Must register no late than 2 days after beginning lobbying 
• Fees: 

– Paid Nonprofit (501.c.3.) = $100 
– Paid Lobbyist = $300 
– Non-Paid Lobbyist = $20 
– Non-Paid Veteran: $0 (proof required … DD-214) 

• POLL 4 
• Additional regulations (i.e., expenditure reporting, gifts, etc.) 

• leg.state.nv.us Tour 

Bill Tracking 

• NELIS 

• Legislatures Personalized Legislative Tracking (PLT) 

• Track a maximum of 10 bills, budgets and BDRs for 
free. You will not receive daily updates or committee 
hearing email notifications. 

• For committee hearing email notifications, contact 
the secretary for the committee. 
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State Policy Tracker 

How to Educate 
Your Board 

• Case Studies: 

• Three Square – Andy Schuricht 

• Helping Hands of Vegas Valley – Dana Serrata  

• ANN – Phil Johncock 

– Monthly minutes of national policy forum published on member 
webpage 

– Summarize key issues as they arise (email) 

– Put key issues on board meeting agenda 

– Provide with 1 “action step” that people can take 

– Co-Chair an Advocacy Committee 

– Include board in conversations, meetings 

– Include training in roundtables, webinars, etc. 

• Others? Put a comment in the Question/Chat box 

ANN Advocacy 
Committee 

• ANN Advocacy Committee  
• Co-Chair Andy Schuricht, Three Square 

• Co-Chair Lisa-Marie Lightfoot, WCSD 

– Focus: Knowledge Sharing & Training 
• This webinar 

• Next week’s teleseminar with Secretary of State – February 20 
at 11 am  

– First quarterly 2013 meeting: March 6 at 1 pm 
• Invite all ANN members 

• Include stories (successes & failures) 

• Potential activities 
– Breakfast/lunch with legislators 

– List of nonprofits in each legislative district delivered to legislators 

• Position Statement on AB 60 
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What Is AB 60? 

1. Proposed by 
Attorney 
General & 
Secretary of 
State offices 

2. Purpose 
3. Why it is 

necessary 
4. Background 
5. Proposed 

changes to filing 
requirements 

6. Public 
information 

7. Solicitation 
disclosure 
requirements 

8. Enforcement 
9. URS 

What’s next for  
AB 60? 

• February 20 – 11 am – ANN Teleconference 
with Nicole J. Lamboley, Chief Deputy 
Secretary of State – For ANN members 

What’s next for 
AB 60? 
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What’s next for 
AB 60? 

AB 60 

Gift to Be Emailed To 
You At End of Month 
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Keeping Informed & 
Upcoming Events 

• Let ANN’s Lobbyist & Advocacy Committee work for you! Join ANN! 

• February 20 at 11 am – AB 60 Teleconference with Secretary of 
State’s Nicole J. Lamboley – For ANN members 

• February 26 at 9 am – Free Webinar: Launch of Nonprofit Website 
Project 2.0 DVD & Certification (web design & Internet marketing) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• March 6 at 1 pm – First Quarterly ANN Advocacy Committee 
Teleconference 

• Questions? 
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